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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cohen 
et al. (US 6,233,659), hereinafter Cohen. 

Regarding claims 1, 8,, 15, 22, 29, and 36. Cohen discloses an arbiter device for 
a multi-port memory equipped with a first port and a second port, comprising: 

an identical address detection device, wherein the identical address detection 
device determines whether an input address to the first port and an input address to the 
second port are identical (the signal decoders for decoding the signals from the first 
input and second inputs and generating a first control signal and a second control 
signal; a control circuit is responsive to the first and second systems for identifying 
which of the systems is entitled to access to the array in the event both systems seek 
access to the same address at the same time, see col. 2 lines 1-17); 

an operation stopping device, wherein the operation stopping device stops 
operation of the second port of the multi-port memory when the identical address 
detection device determines that the input address to the first port and the input address 
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to the second port are identical (a control circuit is responsive to the first and second 
systems for identifying which of the systems is entitled to access to the array in the 
event both systems seek access to the same address at the same time, see col. 2 lines 
1-17); and 

a selector device, wherein the selector device selects data and outputs data on 
the first port of the multi-port memory when the identical address detection device 
determines that the input address to the first port and the input address to the second 
port are identical (the control circuit is responsive to the first and second systems for 
identifying which of the systems is entitled to access to the array in the event both 
systems seek access to the same address at the same time, see col. 2 lines 1-17). 

Regarding claims 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, and 37, Cohen discloses the selector device 
selects data and outputs data on the second port of the multi-port memory when the 
identical address detection device determines that the input address to the first port and 
the input address to the second port are not identical (see col. 5 lines 3-26). 

Regarding claims 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, and 38, Cohen discloses the identical 
address detection device is responsive to at least one of the input address to the first 
port and the input address to the second port (the control circuit compares the 
addresses received from the input ports, see col. 2 lines 1-17). 
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Regarding claims 4, 11, 18, 25, 32, and 39, Cohen discloses the identical 
address detection device is adapted to generate an identical address detection signal if 
the input address to the first port and the input address to the second port are identical 
(the signal decoders for decoding the signals from the first input and second input ports 
and generating a first control signal and a second control signal; a control circuit is 
responsive to the first and second systems for identifying which of the systems is 
entitled to access to the array in the event both systems seek access to the same 
address at the same time, see col. 2 lines 1-17). 

Regarding claims 5, 12, 19, 26, 33, and 40, Cohen discloses the selector device 
is responsive to at least one of a data output signal of the first port, a data output signal 
of the second port, and a buffer output signal (see col. 5 lines 3-26). 

Regarding claims 6, 1 3, 20, 27, 34, and 41 , Cohen discloses the selector device 
is adapted to generate a data output signal (the circuit 41 generate data output signal, 
see figure 2 and col. 3 lines 46-49). 

Regarding claims 7, 14, 21, 28, 35, and 42, Cohen disclose the arbiter device 
arbitrates between accesses to the first port and the second port (the control circuit 
arbitrates between accesses to the first system or the second system, see col. 2 lines 1- 
17 and col. 5 lines 3-26). 
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Conclusion 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

The following address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal 
Service (USPS) only: 

Mail Stop ' 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 

The following address mail to be delivered by other delivery services 
(Federal Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, Laser, Action, Purolater, Hand 
Delivery, etc.) as follow: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
220 20 th Street South 

Customer Window, Mail Stop 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 
Arlington, VA 22202. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob A. Phunkulh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3083. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tursday from 8:00 A.M. 
to 5:00 P.M. (first week of the bi-week) and Monday-Friday (for second week of the bi- 
week). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Wellington Chin, can be reach on (571) 272-3134. The fax phone number 
for this group is (571) 273-8300. 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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